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Weekly Briefing: 

The thing that wouldn’t leave 

Lawmakers to return to Raleigh yet again; agenda may include dangerous “de-reg” 
proposal 

By Rob Schofield 

The North Carolina General Assembly will return to Raleigh yet again this week. Despite abysmal 
poll numbers , the toxic national political environment and their close association with a president 
of the United States who continues to set new standards for mendacity and outrageous behavior, 
legislative leaders will commence yet another special session on Friday to take up any number of 
matters that could include gubernatorial vetoes, new legislative maps, pending legislation from 
the “long session” that adjourned in June and maybe even constitutional amendments. Despite 
the Friday-at-noon start time, actual legislative action is not expected to get underway in earnest 
until next week - emphasis on the word expected. 

That members of the general public (and even close observers) have only a general idea of what 
might be on the legislative agenda is, of course, par for the course these days. Republican 
legislative leaders, who first came to power back in 2011 under a pledge to clean up government, 
have, instead, become ever more enamored of secrecy, surprise and lightning quick action in 
recent years. With conservative supermajorities almost always poised to rubber stamp whatever 
legislative leaders place on the Flouse and Senate calendars and a growing number of proposals 
going right to a final vote with only the most cursory of public hearings (and sometimes without 
any public discussion at all), legislative sessions have come to feel more and more superfluous 
and ceremonial. 

As Chris Fitzsimon observed last week : \ Read more ...] 

Progressive Pulse Blog: 

• Statement from Rick Glazier: NC Justice Center condemns white supremacy, racism on 

display in Charlottesville 

• Ninety days since promised executive order on LGBT protections 

• El Pueblo condemns White Supremacist terrorist attacks in Charlottesville 

• New report: DACA program a success in North Carolina 


















• Two “must reads” on Saturday’s tragic violence in Charlotteville 

Daily Radio Commentary: 

• The legislative assault on our courts impacts everyday North Carolinians 

Weekly Radio Interviews: 

• Senator Jeff Jackson discusses legislative redistricting and the General Assembly's 

damaging cuts to the Attorney General's office 

• State Board of Education Chairman Bill Cobey discusses the budget cuts the General 

Assembly forced the board to make and the state of our public schools 

• Enviromental Reporter Lisa Sorg on the GenX chemical controversy and the future of 

the Atlantic Coast Pipeline 

Weekly Editorial Cartoon: 

By John Cole 


Click here for a larger image 

Daily News: 

• White nationalists: Charlottesville just a beginning 













WRAL.com 

• Bowing to pressure, Trump denounces hate groups by name 

WRAL.com 

• Analysis: Trump's slow walk to condemning white supremacists 

WRAL.com 

• Charlotte politicians, clergy criticize racist violence 

Charlotte Observer 

• White nationalists planning rallies in SF, Berkeley 

SFGate.com 

• Durham protesters topple Confederate statue outside courthouse 

abc11.com 

• What’s the future for NC’s Confederate statues? 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• Supporters of bill to protect drivers from lawsuits if they hit protesters defend the 
measure 

Journalnow.com 

• Protections for drivers who hit protesters? ‘No plans’ to move bill, NC lawmaker 
says 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• ‘Violent, racist movements’: Senator compares Black Lives Matter to white 
supremacists 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• Local leaders criticize Graham for his Facebook post about Charlottesville 

Journalnow.com 

• NC lottery commissioner removed over accusations of sexual harassment 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• Protesting is up in Wilmington thanks to politics, GenX 

Wilmington Star News 

• Amazon plans 600-worker distribution center in Kannapolis 

Charlotte Observer 

• Plastic Bags Only Part of the Problem 

Coastal Review Online 

• Proposed Federal Rule Could Limit Ability to Sue for Nursing Home Harm 

North Carolina Health News 

Daily Editorials: 

• In hate’s wake 

Journalnow.com 

• Voters have a right to fair election districts 

Wilmington Star News 

• Pitts: Refusal to talk straight about race leads to strife 
The Fayetteville Observer 

• We all must say no to white supremacy 

The Fayetteville Observer 

• Real journalists are being tortured, kidnapped and killed to give you #realnews 

Charlotte Observer 

























Donate 


Our work is supported by readers like you. 

Help us to continue expanding our aggressive reporting and thoughtful 
commentaries. Make a tax-deductible financial contribution today! 


Follow us on Facebook and Twitter: To get regular updates from NC Policy Watch, you can now follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 
Join the policy debate at The Progressive Pulse blog. 
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